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When	 I	 discovered	 the	 i 	 irds	 t	 the	 en sh 	 	 in	 do nto n	 en sh 	Wisconsin 	 d rin 	 id s er	 o 	 2 1 	 I	 ne

i edi te 	 th t	 I	 nted	 to	 e	 the 	 	s er	 hoto r h 	 ro ect 	 	 his	 s	 	 io o ic 	 heno enon 	ri ht	 in	do nto n

en sh 	 ho s nds	o 	 e ic ns 	cor or nts 	e rets 	 s 	terns 	 re t	 e	herons 	 nd	 c cro ned	ni ht	herons	 ere	 or in

on	 ish	in	the	 ters	 e o 	the	d 		 i 	 irds 	th t	 re	 s 	di ic t	to	 ro ch	in	n t r 	 re s 	 ere	ri ht	in	 ront	o 	 e 	 nd

ver 	 ccessi e	 or	 hoto r hin 		 he 	 e t	 	s e	dist nce	 ro 	 eo e 	 t	 	 ot	c oser	th n	in	the	 i d 		 he	 c cro ned	ni ht

herons 	 hich	 or	 e	h d	 s	 een	di ic t	to	shoot 	 ere	 st	2 	 eet	 	 nd	see in 	o ivio s	to	 	 resence 		 e ic ns

nd	cor or nts	 o ted	ne r 	 his	 s	the	 re test	 ird	sho 	in	Wisconsin

I	 nted	 	 hoto	 ro ect	to	te 	the	 ho e	stor 	o 	the	 irds 	 ish 	 h sic 	environ ent 	 nd	 eo e 	I	visited	the	site	three	or	 o r

ti es	 	 ee 	 	 ro 	 	 se t	on	 	 co ort e	 n	ch ir	 c ose	 to	 the	 ter s	ed e 	 I	 co d	o serve	 the	 irds 	 eh vior 	 	 o e

e ic ns	 ere	so it r 	 ishers	t in 	 ish	ne r	the	s r ce 		 ther	 e ic ns	 or ed	s 	 ro s	 nd	corr ed	 ish	to	 	s eci ic	s ot

nd	then	dove	 s	 	 ro 	to	c tch	the 		 or or nts	 de	dee 	dives	to	the	 otto 	to	c tch	their	 ish	 nd	then	 o d	 	 	 nd

erch	in	ne r 	trees 		 rets	s t	on	the	iron or 	o 	the	d 	 nd	re ched	do n	 nd	 r ed	 ish 		 c cro ned	ni ht	herons	 nd

re t	 e	herons	did	the	s e 		 s	 nd	terns	dove	he d	 irst	into	the	 ter	to	 et	their	 e s 		 he	sho 	 ent	on	d 	 ter	d

he	 i 	 ird	sho 	st rts	 ith	the	tre endo s	n er	o 	 ish	th t	cro d	 	c ose	to	the	d 	on	the	 o 	 iver	d rin 	 te	s er

i rd	sh d 	 resh	 ter	dr 	 hite ss 	 nd	s o th	 ss	 re	the	do in nt	s ecies 		 hose	 re	the	 in	ones 	 t	 o 	c n

c tch	 st	 o t	 n 	 r ter	 ish	here 		Wh 	 re	 	the	 ish	there 		I	 e ieve	it	h s	to	do	 ith	 	the	o en	in	the	 ter	 or ed

	the	ch rnin 	 ter	co in 	thro h	the	d 	 tes 		

I	s ent	 ost	o 	 	 ti e	 on 	the	 re 	on	the	so th	side	o 	the	d 	 here	the	 tes	 re	 oc ted 		 	 itt e	 r 	 is	 there	 ith

de te	 r in 		 eo e	 ere	 s	 ishin 	or	 ird	 tchin 	 hen	I	 s	there 		 he	 ishers 	 i e	the	 i 	 irds 	c ht	 ots	o 	 ish

sin 	 	 inds	o 	techni es 		

his	is	 	stor 	 s	I	s 	it	thro h	 	c er 	 ens

ohn	 enr 	 re er 	2 1

	 irds

i 	 irds	In	 o nto n	 en sh
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n	 eri 	vie 	o 	 een h otto 	 nd	 en sh to 	Wisconsin 		 he	d 	is	in	the	to 	h 	o 	the	 ict re

on	the	north	ch nne 	o 	the	 o 	 iver 		 he	 o 	 iver	 o s	 ro 	 e	Winne o 	on	the	ri ht 	to	 itt e

e	 tte	 es	 orts	on	the	 e t
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ove 	 eo e	chec in 	o t	 the	 e ic ns	 e o 	 the	d 	 	 	co e	o 	 tes	 re	o en	 nd	 the	 ter	 is	s r in 	do nstre 	 o

i ht 		 e ic ns	 oo in 	 or	 	 e 	 e o 	the	d 		 otto 	 i ht 		Wide	 n e	vie 	t en	 ro 	the	 cine	 treet	 rid e 	 stre 	o

the	d





ove 	 or or nts	in	the	 ir	 nd	 e ic ns	on	the	 ter 		In	the	 idd e	o 	the	i e	 o 	c n	see	the	end	o 	 in	 treet	in	 en sh 		 irds	 re

const nt 	co in 	 nd	 oin 		 he	 ish	 re	the	 i 	 ttr ctor 		 o 	 i ht 	 	 o t 	 ove	the	s i 	st rtin 	do n	the	c n 	to rds	the	 rin

nd	 oc 		 otto 	 i ht 	 he	dr rid e	 ove	the	d 	 i ts 	to	 et	 	 o t	he d	to	 e	Winne o







ove 	 	 oc 	o 	 e ic ns	 ro chin 	the	d 	 oo in 	 or	 	 e 		 otice 	 	h ve	the	s e	 in 	 osition 		 he 	 re	 e ti 	 iers	 nd

re ind		 e	o 	 2 s 		 e t 	 i ns	 o nd	 on 	the	 re 	 e o 	the	d



1

n	 eric n	White	 e ic n	 idin 	in	to rd	the	the	 re 	 e o 	the	d 		 he 	h ve	 	to	 	 oot	 in s ns 	 ei h	1 	to	2 	 o nds 	 nd

c n	 e	 	to	 	 eet	 on



11

e	the	 est	 rt	o 	 tchin 	the	 i 	 irds	 t	the	 en sh 	 	is	o servin 	the	ni e 	contro ed	 ndin s	 nd	t e

o s	o 	the	 e ic ns 		 he 	 re	e tre e 	 i e	in	the	 ir 		 nce	on	the	 ro nd	the 	 re	 ess	 r ce



12

o 	 e t 	 ne	o 	this	 e r s	h tch in s	 o tin 	 e o 	the	d 		 o 	 i ht 	 e ic n	 r in 	 	 ish 		 otto 	 e t 	 his	 e ic n	 st	c ht	

nice	 ish	 nd	is	 ositionin 	it	in	its	 o th 		 otto 	 i ht 	 o 	c n	see	the	 ish	in	the	e ni e	 i 	o 	the	 e ic n

e ic ns	 restin 	 on	 the	 n 	 on	 the	 north	 side	 o 	 the	 d 	 	 In	 the	 ter 	 the 	 or 	 to ether	 to	 corr 	 the	 ish 	 he	 c

cor or nts	dive	 o er	in	the	 ter	co n	to	c tch	their	 ish 	 hi e	the	 e ic ns	 eed	on	the	s r ce



1

o 	 e t 	 ne	o 	this	 e r s	h tch in s	 o tin 	 e o 	the	d 		 o 	 i ht 	 e ic n	 r in 	 	 ish 		 otto 	 e t 	 his	 e ic n	 st	c ht	

nice	 ish	 nd	is	 ositionin 	it	in	its	 o th 		 otto 	 i ht 	 o 	c n	see	the	 ish	in	the	e ni e	 i 	o 	the	 e ic n

e ic ns	 restin 	 on	 the	 n 	 on	 the	 north	 side	 o 	 the	 d 	 	 In	 the	 ter 	 the 	 or 	 to ether	 to	 corr 	 the	 ish 	 he	 c

cor or nts	dive	 o er	in	the	 ter	co n	to	c tch	their	 ish 	 hi e	the	 e ic ns	 eed	on	the	s r ce



1

ove 	 n	the	north	side	o 	the	river 	 e o 	the	d 	this	o d	 ctor 	serves	 s	 	restin 	 ce	 or	e rets	 nd	 e ic ns 		 o eti es	I	 o d

see	 ort 	or	 ore	e rets	on	the	roo 		 o 	 i ht 	 e ic ns	se rchin 	 or	s r ce	 ish	 st	 e o 	the	d 		 otto 	 i ht 	 	 rr 	o 	vio ent

thr shin 	 nd	divin 	t es	 ce	 hen	 e ic ns	s ot	 	 ish 		 s 	so eone	co es	 	 ith	it



1



1

o 	 hree	 e ic ns	 in	 	 r ce	 to	 r 	 	 ish 	 	 otto 	 	 e ic n	 ettin 	 ir orne	 	 shin 	 o 	 the

ter	 ith	its	 eet



1

o e rested	 or or nt

ho s nds	o 	do e crested	cor or nts	 re ent	 the	 re 	 e o 	 the	d 	 	 n i e	d c s 	 the

don t	h ve	 ter roo 	 e thers 	 nd	 hen	the	 e thers	 et	s t r ted 	the 	roost	in	ne r 	trees	to

dr 	o t 		 or or nts	 re	 e 	 d ted	to	s i 	to rds	the	 otto 	to	c tch	 ish 		 o e crested

cor or nts	 re	 o nd	 ro 	the	 e ti n	Is nds	in	 s 	do n	to	 orid 	 nd	 e ico 		

e s rin 	2 	to	 	inches	in	 en th 	the	 c 	 irds	deve o 	 	s 	do e	crest	o 	 c 	 nd

hite	 e thers	on	their	he ds	in	 reedin 	se son

or or nts 	dro in s	 re	hi h 	 cidic	 nd	 i 	 i 	trees	 here	the	 irds	roost



1



1

o 	 e t 	 or or nt	c rr in 	 	stic 	 c 	to	 its	nest 	 	 otto 	 e t 	 or or nts	s e	over	 	roostin 	 r nch	 t	 the	to 	o 	 	 tree	 e o 	the

d 		 ove 	 otice	ho 	the	cor or nt s	dro in s	h ve	 hite shed	the	 e ves 	 nd	th t	 n 	o 	the	 e ves	h ve	 re d 	died	or	dis e red

ro 	the	 r nches 		



2

White shed	trees	 st	do nstre 	o 	the	d 		 ndreds	o 	cor or nts	 re	 erched	in	the	trees 		 vent 	 	the	trees	 i 	die



21

or or nts	 ishin 	 st	 e o 	the	d 	s i 	 	 he	c rrent	 is	 too	stron 	 or	 the 	 e o 	the	d 	 tes 	 	 he	cor or nt	 o tion	h s

s i ed	in	the	 st	1 	 e rs	in	the	 re



22

or or nts	he din 	 or	 	roostin 	tree	 t	d s	end



2

he	 re t	 ret

he	 re t	e ret	is	 	 r e	heron	 ith	 hite	 e 		 t ndin 	 	to	 	inches	t 	 nd	 e s rin 	 1	to	 1	inches	in	 en th 	e rets	h ve	

in s n	 o 	 2	 to	 	 inches 	 	Wei hin 	 ro nd	 1 	 to	 	 o nds 	 the 	 re	 distin ished	 	 their	 c 	 e s	 nd	 e o 	 i 	 	 es	 nd

e es	 re	identic 	in	 e r nce 	 nce	not	 o nd	in	o r	 re 	the 	h ve	e tended	their	r n e	to	so thern	 n d



2

rets	 in 	 ro 	one	side	o 	the	river	 to	 the	other 	 	 I	 de	this	 rts 	 str ct i e	 i e	 	s o in 	do n	the	sh tter	s eed	to	 r	 the	 in

ove ent 		 he 	 re	e tre e 	 r ce 	 iers



2

rets	h ve	c i ed	the	roo 	to 	o 	this	o d	 ctor 	 s	their	restin 	 ce 		 ro 	here	the 	 	over	to	the	iron	 or 	on	the	d 	 nd	 r 	 ish

otice	the	 re t	 e	heron	in	the	 otto 	 e t	corner



2

o 	 ret	co in 	in	 or	 	 ndin 	on	the	d 		 otto 	 rets	restin 	on	the	iron or 	o 	the	d



2

o 	 ret	 ith	 	 resh 	c ht	sh d 		 e o 	 he	s o in 	 rocess	is	 n	to	 tch



2

his	heron	is	 o nd	thro ho t	 	 r e	 rt	o 	the	 or d 		 he 	 re	 o t	2 	 inches	 on 	 nd	 ei h	 ro nd	2 	o nces 		 o	or

three	 on 	 hite	 es 	erected	in	 reetin 	 nd	co rtshi 	dis s 	e tend	 ro 	the	 c 	o 	the	he d

c ro ned	 i ht	 eron



2

c cro ned	ni ht	herons	st ndin 	on	the	d 	 tes 	iron or 	 oo in 	 or	 ish	to	c tch 		 otice	the	si e	o 	their	 eet	 nd	th t

red	e e



n	i t re	 c cro ned	ni ht	heron	st ndin 	on	the	d 	iron or 	 heir	e es	 re	or n e	 nd	their	 e s	 re	 reenish	 e o 		 he 	 e rn	 ro

the	 d ts	ho 	to	c tch	 ish



1

his	 c cro ned	ni ht	heron	 s	st ndin 	 on 	the	 re 	 nd	 hen	I	 ot	too	c ose	it	 e t	into	 i ht 		 otice	ho 	it	is	 shin 	o 	 ith	its

e s	 nd	 eet



2

he	 re t	 e	heron	is	 	 r e	 din 	 ird	in	the	heron	 i 		It	h s	 		he d to t i 	 en th	 	to	

inches 	 	 in s n	o 	 	to	 	inches 	 nd	 ei ht	o 	 	to	 	 o nds 		 he 	r n e	 	over	 orth	 eric

entr 	 eric 	 nd	so thern	 ro e

re t	 e	 eron



re t	 e	herons	 re	 o nd	 din 	 on 	the	ed es	o 	the	river	 nd	st ndin 	on	the	iron or 	o 	the	d 	 tes



erns e o 	 nd	 s	 	 ove	the	 ter	 e o 	the	d 	 oo in 	 or	 ish 	 ottin 	 	 ish 	the 	hover 	 nd	dive	he d irst	into

ter 		 he 	 re	 ore	 cro tic	 iers	th n	the	 i er	 irds	 nd	o ten	tr 	to	ste 	 ish	 ro 	other	 irds	 i e	cor or nts

erns	 nd	 s



his	 	is	tr in 	to	 et	 	 ootho d	on	the	sh o 	s i 		It	 i ed	 nd	 e 	o



ne	 	is	divin 	 or	 	t r eted	 ish 	 hi e	the	other	e er es	 ish ess



ho h	there	 re	 n 	t es	o 	d c s	 o nd	 on 	the	river 	the	 rd	is	the	on 	one	th t	st s	 e r	 ro nd 		 e o 	is	

e e

rd	 c



n d 	 eese	c n	 e	seen	 o tin 	 	 nd	do n	the	river 	 t	never	 st	 e o 	the	d 		 he 	 re	not	 ish	e ters 		 ten	the 	 re	 o nd	e tin

r ss	 nd	restin 	on	 	 ie d 	on	the	so th	side	o 	the	river 	 st	do nstre 	o 	the	d 		

n d 	 eese



here	is	 n	 ctive	e e	nest	ne r	the	d 		 oo 	 	 nd	 o 	 	 ind	it 		 he	 irds	c n	o ten	 e	seen	 idin 	 	 nd	do n	the	river 		

d	 e



I	h ve	no	de inite	ide 	o 	 h 	there	 re	so	 n 	 ish	 e o 	the	d 		I	s s ect	it	h s	to	do	 ith	the	 o nt	o 	o en	in	the	 ter

e	 ood	is	 shin 	in	 ro 	 e	Winne o 		 e	the 	 re	tr in 	to	 ove	 st	the	d 	into	 e	Winne o 		 e o 	is	 	 hite

ss 	the 	 re	 enti 	in	the	river

he	 ish 		Wh t	 he	 irds	 re	 ter



1

i rd	 h d	 re	 o nd	over	 ost	o 	the	 nited	 t tes 		 he 	c n	 ro 	 	to	1 	to	1 	inches 		 here	 re	h e	n ers	o 	these	 ish	 e o 	the

d 		 ne	d 	the 	 ere	so	thic 	 e	co d	re ch	do n	 ro 	the	 re 	 nd	 r 	the



2

resh	 ter	dr 	o ten	c ed	shee he d 	 re	s er	 nd nt	 nd	 s 	st 	ne r	the	 otto 		 t	ti es

thic 	schoo s	o 	the 	c n	 e	seen	ne r	the	s r ce



o th	 ss	s i 	 	 nd	do n	the	river 	 ove	 nd	 e o 	the	d 	 nd	 rovide	 re t	s ort 	 	 I	h ve	s ent	 n

ho rs	 	 ishin 	this	stretch	o 	the	river	 nd	h ve	hoo ed	ever thin 	 ro 	st r eon	to	 rs 		 o th	 re	 	 vorite



eo e	 ishin

i 	 irds	 ren t	the	on 	ones	interested	in	c tchin 	 ish	ne r	the	d 		 eo e	o 	 	 es	 nd	ethnic	 c ro nds	 o nd	 ish	 ove	 nd

e o 	the	d 		 he 	 or 	 	re ed 	 riend 	coo er tive	co nit 	th t	sh re	stories	 nd	 ishin 	t ctics 		 e o 	W itin 	 or	 	 ite

o 	 i ht 	 	 o n 	 ir 	 re res	to	re it	her	hoo 		 otto 	 i ht 	 e ic ns	 ee 	 n	e e	on	the	 o n 	 ir s	 s	the 	scoo 	 or	 ish





	 o n 	 isher n 	ne r	the	d 	sho s	his	c tch	to	 eo e	co in 	to	see	the	 i 	 irds



eo e	co ort 	 ishin 	 ove	the	d 	in	the	 r 	s n



ove 	 his	 isher n	is	ri in 	to	do	so e	serio s	 ishin 	ho in 	to	 i 	the	 hite	 c et 		 i ht 	 his	 n	is	 ivin 	 e	 	re ort	on	the

d s	 ishin





Whi e	so e	 eo e	 ish 	others 	 i e	the	t o	 hoto r hers	 ith	 on 	 enses 	 re	there	to	see	the	 i 	 irds 		



1

his	 i 	h s	 oc ted	 	 ood	s ot	to	 ish	 e o 	the	d 	on	the	north	side	o 	the	river 		 he	 e ic ns	 ee 	 	s e	dist nce



2

his	 n 	 ishin 	 on 	the	 re 	on	the	so th	side	o 	the	river	 e o 	the	d 	 nds	 	shee he d 		



I	am	writing	this	in	January	 	 	an 	a 	th 	 ig	 ir s	ha 	 t	th 	 nasha	 am	sit 		 h y r

at hing	 ish	in	warm r 	i r 	 a s 		 h y	wi 	 	 a 	in	th 	ar a	wh n	s ring	 m s 	 ui ing	th ir

n sts 	an 	hat hing	 ut	m r 	 ig	 ir s 		 i 	th y	r turn	t 	th 	 am	sit 	 m 	summ r 		It	a 	 n s	 n

wh th r	th 	 ish	sh w	u 	again 		 atur 	is	un r i ta

h n	I	was	a	 i 	 a 	in	th 	 s	an 	 s	th r 	w r 	n 	 i ans	 r	 gr ts	in	 is nsin 	 ing	a

u 	h r n 	 rm rant 	night	h r n 	 r	 ana a	g s 	was	a	rar 	 nt 		 ar 	 n ugh	t 	st 	what	y u

w r 	 ing	an 	 	at	th m	in	ama m nt		 his	is	why	it	 a inat s	m 	wh n	I	 	u 	an 	s 	a	 	

i ans	 y	 rh a 	 r	s 	 gr ts	hunting	in	a	r a si 	 n 		

I	ha 	 i 	in	 is nsin	a 	my	 i 	an 	th 	stat 	is	in	my	 		It	is	wh r 	I	want	t 	 		 h r 	I	want	t

	with	 ami y 	 ish 	hunt 	gar n 	an 	 h t gra h 		 	ha 	 n	s a s 	 w	 rim 	rat s 	 itt 	tra i

stri 	 auti u 	 a s 	ri rs 	an 	str ams 	a un ant	wi i 	th 	 auti u 	 ur	s as ns 	 t 		I	 n	

wint r

his	 	is	 ust	 art	 	a	 h t gra hy	 r t	that	a s 	in u s 		a	m nth	 ng	ga ry	sh w	at	th

nasha	 u i 	 i rary 	an	 ning	r ti n 	a	s i sh w	 r gram	 n	th 	 r t 	an 	an	 n in

r s n 	 r	many	 	th 	imag s

In	th 	 utur 	I	h 	th 	 is nsin	 	an 	th ir	 iti a 	r r s ntati s	wi 	r rs 	th 	 gra ati n	

ur	wat r 	air 	an 	s i 	that	has	 n	ta ing	 a 		 utur 	g n rati ns	wi 	n 	 an	wat r 	 an	air

an 	h athy	s i 	t 	sur i 			 	 	th 	 ig	 ir s 		 atur 	n s	 ur	r s t	an 	 r t ti n 		

J hn	 r mm r		

Some	Random	Closing	T o g s
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